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We wait for our new spiritual life 
As I write my article on Saint Valentine’s Day, it is an 

understatement that we have experienced a very long, 

cold, windy and icy winter. Just in case we happen to be 

enjoying a heat wave when 

you read this, here’s a pic 

outside the window of the 

rectory as a friendly reminder 

of the past several months of 

cold. 

But spring is on its way! Both 

weather-wise and spirit-wise. 

As we look forward to a warm 

natural spring, with new life 

and growth, the Church looks 

forward to the new spiritual life 

and growth we experience 

through the season of Lent. 

The word “Lent” actually comes from the Old English 

word meaning “spring season” or “lengthening” (of 

daylight hours). It is our annual time to take a look inside 

and what may have become cold, and embrace the 

warmth of the Holy Spirit to help us to grow. 

You will find a Lenten calendar offering ways you can 

join others to prepare to celebrate Jesus’ resurrection at 

Easter.  Along with those opportunities, I highlight what is 

surrounding those participating in our parish Rite of 

Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA). 

The primary purpose of the 40 days of Lent is to 

accompany those who are preparing for the Easter 

Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist. On 

Sunday, March 10, at the 9 a.m. Mass, we celebrate the 

“Rite of Sending” with the catechumens and candidates.   

Later that day, at 3 p.m., the unbaptized 

catechumens will celebrate the “Rite of 

Election” with Bishop Zinkula at St Patrick 

Church, Iowa City. The catechumens 

acknowledge the call of Christ and their 

desire to enter fully into the life of the 

Church through the Easter Sacraments. 

From that moment on they are no longer 

catechumens; they are members of the 

“Elect.” 

Those already baptized, and preparing for the 

Sacraments of Confirmation and/or Eucharist, celebrate 

the “Call to Continuing Conversion” with Bishop Zinkula. 

The call recognizes their desire to participate fully in the 

sacramental life of the Church. 

During the Lenten retreat, we are all called to support 

them in faith, prayer and example as they prepare to 

participate more fully in the Church’s sacraments. Here 

are a few tips: 

 Prayer – We will again have prayer cards for each of 

them in the Gathering Space. Take one home and 

pray for your special candidate each day.   

 Witness – They look to each of us as an example of 

a faith-filled Catholic. Give example to what you 

believe, especially through your active participation 

at Mass, and as you interact with them at church 

functions, such as Stations of the Cross, Fish 

Fridays, etc. 

The frozen view outside the 

rectory in February. 

Continued on Page 2 
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 Join us in the “most blessed of all nights” 

 Easter Vigil – 

Participate with 

them in the “most 

blessed of all 

nights” as we 

celebrate the 

central mysteries 

of our faith. It is 

the heart of all 

the Church’s 

worship. The 

powerful and 

abundant signs 

speak to our 

hearts and fill us with the joy of the 

Resurrection. 

 Keep Growing in Faith – Those preparing 

for the Easter Sacraments remind us that 

we’re each called to follow and listen to the 

Lord, who is always speaking to us and 

calling us to repentance – ongoing conversion 

and a change of heart – that we might 

become more authentic disciples. 

Let us all support the catechumens and the 

candidates on their journey of faith through these 

coming days of Lent.  

May we eagerly embrace the grace that comes to 

us as we experience the spiritual spring we call 

“Lent.” 

 

 

The baptismal font is a central focus during the Easter Vigil.  

Continued from Page 1 

Lenten Food for Thought ... 
 
Ash Wednesday and Good Friday 
are days of fast and abstinence. 
All Fridays are days of abstinence. 
 
Fasting (ages 18-59) = one full 
meal and two smaller meals. 
Abstinence (age 14+) = no meat. 
 
Those outside the age limits and 
those who have health concerns 
are excused from these disci-
plines, but encouraged to take up 
some other form of penitence or 
acts of charity. 

 

Scott and Laura Schinke and their children, Reagan, 10, and Isaiah, 6, work on the Bread 

for the World-An Offering of Letters on February 17. Many parishioners joined in the effort 

to contact lawmakers to help persuade Congress to invest in programs to address the 

causes of hunger and poverty. The letters will be mailed by the Social Justice Committee. 
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 New ministry focuses on vocations 
With an image of the praying hands of a priest, the large 

blue banner in the Gathering Space at Saint John Vianney 

urges people to “Pray for Vocations.” 

Just adjacent to it is a table featuring a poster of the current 

seminarians in the Diocese of Davenport and cards with 

their names, photos, short biographies and suggestions on 

how to “adopt a seminarian,” with the first suggestion being 

to pray for them. 

The display is part of a number of initiatives from a new 

Vocations Ministry during what Father Jim Vrba has 

designated the “Year of Vocations” at SJV. 

Pat Monahan and Tom Touney are co-chairs of the ministry. 

Other members include Deacon Daryl Fortin, Steph Bray, 

Tim Foss, Jan Stevenson, Dan Schlader, Barb Grothe, Jason 

Hawman and Marty Corrigan. 

But the real work of the ministry will come from 

parishioners and their prayers for vocations within the SJV 

parish family, and their encouragement for those who are 

discerning God’s call to the single life, marriage, consecrated 

life as religious sisters and brothers, and to Holy Orders as 

priests and deacons. 

The parish marked World Marriage Day during the weekend 

Masses of February 8-9 as a special blessing was given to 

those who had received the sacrament of matrimony. 

In his homily during that weekend, Deacon Daryl called 

attention to the banner in the Gathering Space. Just as the 

disciples accepted Jesus’ invitation to follow Him, he 

encouraged parishioners to be open to God’s call, regardless 

of what it is, and to accept it. 

“I challenge you to allow Jesus to commandeer your boat,” 

he said. 

He spoke of his own vocation as a deacon and how a 

monsignor at his parish in Cedar Falls, by sending him 

information about the diaconate, encouraged him to 

consider that direction. He also cited the encouragement 

and support of his wife, Pat, in that calling.  

“God was patient with me,” he said. 

He said one thing everyone can do is pray. There are several 

new opportunities for parishioners to get involved in that 

way. The Mass intention on the last Friday of each month is 

to pray for vocations, followed by Adoration of the Blessed 

Sacrament and recitation of the Rosary for vocations. The 

ministry will also invite parishioners to join the “31 Club” 

and sign up for a specific day in the month to either attend 

Mass or pray a Rosary for vocations. 

A vocation intention is now included in the Prayers of the 

Faithful during each of the weekend Masses. 

Co-chair Pat Monahan said he got involved in the new 

ministry after being asked to participate. 

“I believe that our Vocations Ministry will make every effort 

to slowly and surely engender the attitude in the SJV parish 

community that when asked by the Holy Spirit they, too, will 

say yes. Pray for vocations!” 

 Father Jim shared this from the Diocese of Davenport 

website, www.davenportvocations.org: 

“The best first step in this sometimes difficult process is to 

follow the words most spoken in the Holy Scripture, ‘Be not 

afraid!’ Whether it was an angel announcing good news or 

Christ speaking to His disciples, setting aside your fear is the 

first step. Once you are open to hearing the Lord speak to 

your heart, a message that will most likely come as a quiet 

whisper, you will be able to truly discern, figure out, ‘Lord, 

where are you calling me to serve you in this life?’ “ 

Addison and Chelsey Allaman hand out bulletins next to a new 

banner asking people to pray for vocations. It’s part of a new parish-

wide focus on vocations this year. 
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 CALLED & GIFTED 

By JAN TOUNEY 

Called & Gifted, a program to help 

people discern what their special 

spiritual gifts are from the Holy Spirit, will 

be offered again this fall at Saint John 

Vianney, and parishioners are 

encouraged to think about their possible 

participation. 

“If you are ready to really listen to God 

and see what you’re meant to do, this 

can be so life-changing,” said Maureen 

Conrad, SJV parishioner and facilitator of 

the program. 

Part of an international movement led by 

the Colorado-based Catherine of Siena 

Institute, Called & Gifted assists people in 

discovering their charisms. According to 

the Institute’s website, charisms are 

defined as “special abilities given to all 

Christians by the Holy Spirit to give them 

power both to represent Christ and to be 

a channel of God’s goodness for people.”  

For several years, Saint John Vianney and 

Our Lady of Lourdes parishes have been 

the host sites for the program within the 

Diocese of Davenport. Two presenters 

from the Catherine of Siena Institute 

were at SJV in October to train about 30 

people to be interviewers and table 

leaders for the program.  

Parishioner Steph Bray has been involved 

with the program for three years and 

says she learns something from every 

session.  

One of the things that was exciting for 

her was to learn about charisms, 

“learning something new about our 

faith,” she said. 

Music is one charism that was discerned 

by Steph in the process. 

“This is super obvious; I like to sing and I 

like to sing at church,” she said. “That’s 

what cantoring is like for me.” 

Other charisms weren’t as obvious. The 

discernment process also revealed 

service as one of her charisms. And she 

has taken that into her leadership with 

the Social Justice Committee, which has 

ramped up its work from conducting a 

drive to collect socks for the homeless 

and clothing items for the victims of 

human trafficking, to the recent letter-

writing effort in support of federal 

programs that address hunger. 

Maureen said three basic principles 

determine if something is a charism. 

“Does it bring you joy? Are you effective 

at it? Does it come easily to you?” she 

explained. 

She said she was aware that one of her 

charisms is service, and pastoring is 

another. 

“I still question if leadership is one of 

mine,” she said. “I’m still kind of 

discerning that.” 

The program consists of nine sessions, 

with an interview coming midway 

through the program. More information 

about when the fall program will be 

offered, its format, and fees will be 

announced in the coming months. In the 

meantime, Maureen is happy to answer 

any questions and can be contacted at 

iowaconrads@yahoo.com or by phone at  

563-940-5921. 

Her advice to someone considering 

becoming a part of Called & Gifted: “If 

you put yourself out there, God will show 

you the way to make it happen.” 

 

Program helps us discern our spiritual gifts 

Training for table leaders and interviewers in the Called & Gifted program took place 

at SJV in October, drawing participants from the Diocese of Davenport and beyond. 

Two presenters from the Catherine of Siena Institute led the  weekend effort. 
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Mission of mercy 

Members of the 2019 Medical Mission team pose for their annual photo in front of the new Our Lady of Fatima School in Jean Denis, Haiti. 

Almost 1,800 patients in Jean Denis, Haiti, were seen by 

the 2019 Medical Mission team during its five days of 

clinics in January. 

That was only one of several significant numbers 

recorded by the team, comprised of 30 members, many 

of them from SJV but also representing other parishes. 

Other numbers, according to longtime team member Ann 

Wester: The team treated 312 cases of high blood 

pressure, 482 people with gastrointestinal symptoms and 

405 with skin problems. A total of 550 patients received 

pain medications and 386 took home eye drops. Of the 

1,795 total patients treated, 286 were dental cases. 

  “We gave out 1,000 pairs of glasses, 505 of which were 

sunglasses,” Ann said. “We also gave out hundreds of 

hats – they love them.” 

Ann wrote a daily blog for the Haitian Connection 

website, which can be seen at sjvhaiti.wordpress.com. 

Also on the site is a link to a video set to music with 

dozens of photos of the team’s week there. 

Cathy Miller, chairperson of the SJV Haiti Committee and 

longtime member of the mission team, said going to Jean 

Denis is still an “amazing experience” for her. 

“The people are so thankful for the things we are able to 

do for them,” she said. “Words just don’t do justice to 

what we do there.” 

A meeting also was held to talk about future educational 

opportunities in the community, where a new Our Lady 

of Fatima School built in part by funds donated by SJV 

parishioners was dedicated in 2018.  
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Dr. Lindsay Orris 

The image that is most memorable to me is how quickly the children must grow up and be independent 

and hard-working.  During one of the clinics in the early afternoon, a 10-year-old child came in and sat 

down in front of me. I asked her where her parents were, and she told me they were at home. She had 

walked to the clinic early that morning from a neighboring town all by herself. She checked in and 

followed the line to be seen all morning. She didn't complain, she didn't say she was bored as I so often 

hear from my children when asked to sit quietly for a short period of time. I asked her if she had eaten 

all day and she said no. She had come to clinic because her ear had been hurting her. She answered all 

my questions with such poise, grace and gratitude and she thanked me when she left. She then 

proceeded calmly to another line once again to check out. I know in her mind I probably did a lot for 

her that day. I treated her ear infection, gave her pain meds and sent her on her way with a couple 

packages of crackers and applesauce. In my mind I feel like I so wanted to do more, but my resources 

were limited. 

Three members of the Medical Mission 

Team who were in Haiti for the first time 

shared their most indelible memory. 

 Mary Baker 

The trip for me was very overwhelming and yet tremendously satisfying. I 

now understand what it means to live in a Third World country! There is 

such devastation in Haiti. (No recovery from the 2008 earthquake.) There 

is no electricity in many areas. 

Many families of five to eight 

individuals live in a small hut ... 

dirt floors, no running water, 

food cooked outside their hut 

on fire-rigged grills, etc.   

Our group saw some 1,700-

plus patients. There is so much 

poverty and sickness; many 

are starving. It was heart-

wrenching when a child would 

see you; they put their fingers 

to their mouths because they 

were asking for food! The 

Haitians are beautiful individu-

als. The children are adorable 

and enticing. The individuals 

that made up the Medical Mission 2019 were such an inspiration to me. I 

was a “newbie,” but many of them have made this annual pilgrimage for 

years. As I watched their actions, I felt the presence of God. Pray for the 

Haitian people -- they’re in such great need. 

Members of the Medical Mission Team 2019 

Mary Baker, Mark Blaser, Ethan Braun, Jennaca Buster, Diane Cassatt, Kevin 

Cassatt, Anne Colville, Katie Flores, Margery Franklin, Lou Ann Hausner, Cathy 

Konrad, Michael Mack, Kevin Mathis, Nancy Mathis, Cathy Miller, Dan Olson, 

Diane Olson, Lindsay Orris, Melissa Pajunen, Claudy Pierre-Charles, Mary 

Slusser, Bill Tiedje, Dina Tiedje, Tia Watson, Alivia Wester, Ann Wester, Barb 

Wester, Gail Wester, Jim Wester, RuthE Westmoreland. 

Melissa Pajunen 

As for a memory that has made a lasting impression on me, one involved a 

young boy with a generous heart. He was there in the doorway of the pharma-

cy room, and he was motioned in and given a cracker topped with peanut 

butter. He held out his hand for another. Who could blame him, but he was 

gently shooed away.  

As I, and another team member, Diane Cassatt, watched him walk toward an 

older boy who we assumed to be his brother, we looked at each other knowing 

this would play out in one of two ways. I can’t say that we were necessarily 

surprised when the young boy took a bite of the cracker and promptly gave the 

other half to his brother. Our hearts were filled, and needless to say both boys 

were each given another peanut butter cracker. 

 This may seem minor to us, but after seeing the poverty of the people, I felt 

this was a great act of selflessness by a young boy who no doubt lacked proper 

nourishment. This encounter summed up my experience of the spirit and gen-

erosity of the Haitian people.  
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 Junior high 

students share 

their faith, joy 

There’s a frigid cold out there this Wednesday evening, but it’s warm inside 

the Activity Center, and the conversation is lively as students file in for the 

weekly Junior High Alive religious education program. 

They gather at tables, usually boys at some, girls at others, but Youth Minis-

try Director Jan Stevenson (affectionately called “Miss Jan”) splits them up 

before the program starts so students get a chance to meet their peers from 

other schools.  

The session is a mix of discussion, ranging from how they spent their snow 

days, to talking about happiness. Jan draws some lessons from the letters 

that St. Paul wrote while imprisoned. High school students assist by helping 

to facilitate discussions at the individual tables. 

“I hope you’ve been praying more,” she tells the students. “And I hope you 

are a better friend than you were at the beginning of the year.” 

A prayer is read by all, followed by some fun team-building exercises that get 

the students out of their seats, and snacks (of course!). 

Students share positive thoughts about their experiences. 

“I like seeing my friends and learning about my faith with them,” said Katie 

Babcock. “I’ve learned a lot from Miss Jan.” 

Brie Howell said her Wednesday nights are important to her and have helped 

to strengthen her faith. 

ABOVE: Lise Baird, Katie Babcock and Brie Howell 

say they enjoy attending the Junior High Alive 

sessions on Wednesday night.  Lise said not only 

do the sessions give her the chance to learn more 

about God, but “Miss Jan always makes it so much 

fun.” 

BELOW:  Youth Ministry Director Jan Stevenson 

watches as Rusty VanWetzinga reads a question 

for the group to discuss. 

AT RIGHT: Linda Romans and Jenny Henderson 

supervise from the kitchen as students line up to 

choose a snack. The two moms have been coordi-

nating snacks for the Junior High Alive program 

for seven years. They started doing this when 

their children were in the program and have con-

tinued ever since. 

AT RIGHT, BELOW: An exercise in teamwork gets 

the students out of their seats. 

Lord Jesus, 

I love you. 

Words are so easy to speak, but I want You to 

know they come from my heart. 

I want to show You how much I love You,  

And how thankful I am that You’re my Lord. 

You are the source of my life, 

And I will always love and serve You.       Amen 

(Prayer read by students at Junior High Alive) 
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Learning the meaning of service 

Though he is only 6½, first-grader Ronan Roeder understands 

the “service” part of the February 2 event that benefited Quad 

City Animal Welfare Center in Milan. 

As part of a series of service projects sponsored by the Saint 

John Vianney Religious Education program, families stopped by 

the Activity Center to make yummy frozen treats for dogs and 

stuff colorful socks to be used as cat toys. 

Ronan, who attended the event with his mother, Anna Roeder, 

said working on the project made him happy. One of his dogs 

was adopted from a shelter. 

“It would help other cats and dogs at that shelter until they got 

picked,” said Ronan, who is a member of the Little Angels choir 

at SJV. His mom, who teaches in the Religious Ed program, 

notes that Ronan likes to read to their two dogs. 

Nicky Stevenson, co-director of the SJV Religious Education 

program, said other parishioners dropped by donations of pet 

food, harnesses, blankets, towels, pet toys, leashes, litter box-

es, and more. 

On April 6, another service activity will include planting flowers 

in decorated pots to be given to people participating in the 

parish’s GriefShare Ministry program. 

For information on future programs, contact the Religious Edu-

cation office at re@sjvbett.org. 

Luna Krauss shows off one of the 

cat toys she made. 

Ronan  Roeder mashes yogurt, banana, 

pumpkin and honey. The mixture was 

made into frozen treats for dogs. 

BELOW: Tyler Huesmann and 

Carter Stevenson stuff socks to 

be used as cat toys. 

As he left Florida to return to his Bettendorf home and assist 

with Masses at Saint John Vianney, retired priest Father Jack 

Gallagher remembers thinking, “Well, the last couple of 

winters have not been too bad up there.” 

Of course, that was before the polar vortex hit the Midwest 

and plunged temperatures well below zero.  

Still, Father Gallagher takes things in stride, smiling as he often 

does when he talks about his interesting life, starting from his 

childhood in New York City, the job as an accountant that 

brought him to Walcott, Iowa, his ordination as a priest in 

1980, going to law school in Canada to get his degree in canon 

law, and yes, 25 years in the Air Force. After living part-time in 

Ocala, Florida, since 2010, Father Gallagher is back in 

Bettendorf full-time and will be helping out at SJV until June.  

 

You’ll find him after daily Mass having a cup of coffee in the 

office conference room. Be sure to stop by and say hello. He is 

certain to have a story to share. 

Father Gallagher celebrates 7:45 a.m. Mass on February 13, as 

Eucharistic Minister Dick Werthmann watches.  

Welcome, Father Gallagher 
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Farewell, Father Ross 
By JAN TOUNEY 

Father Ross Epping pauses thoughtfully when asked to reflect 

on his time at Saint John Vianney. 

What did he experience that prepared him for his new assign-

ment as pastor of St. Mary Parish in Grinnell, Iowa? What will 

he remember most about SJV, the first parish he served after 

being ordained in June of 2016? 

“Oh my gosh, there’s a lot,” he 

said in an interview in January. 

“Probably first and foremost, a 

deeper love and maybe just a 

deeper appreciation for the Eu-

charist,” he said. “I think that’s 

the biggest growth I have seen in 

my own heart.” 

“When you’re in seminary, you’re 

being trained to be a priest and 

everything that it entails,” he 

continued. “Obviously, saying 

Mass is one of those most im-

portant pieces.” 

He then recalled something one of his teachers at seminary – a 

Jesuit priest and Army chaplain – told him and his classmates. 

“He said, ‘Guys, you may not realize what you’re doing when 

you say Mass now. But maybe in three years or in five years, 

one day you’ll be celebrating the Eucharist, and you’ll know, 

you’ll just know.’ “ 

That moment, Father Ross said, came to him during his time at 

Saint John Vianney. 

“Just this love of Eucharist.” 

Many other things touched his heart, he said. Specifically, he 

cites his work with young people, “the young church.” 

“Whether it was at Assumption High School or in small groups, 

as a leader of seniors, or just being here, they challenge me 

probably the most. They ask honest, hard questions. The one 

thing they seek, more than the answers to their questions, is 

honesty.” 

“It’s such a gift that young people possess.” 

It’s not a surprise that Father Ross lists his trip in 2017 to the 

National Catholic Youth Conference with teens from SJV as a 

highlight of his time in Bettendorf. 

“We encountered one another, talked, broke things open,” he 

said. “They were open and honest. It was awesome to see in 

their eyes and in their hearts.” 

From eating pizza in the hallway to talking about Adoration of 

the Blessed Sacrament while traveling on the bus, “it was 

great,” he said. “That is probably one of my favorite things I 

was able to do.” 

Other memories he takes with him include trips he made to 

Jean Denis, Haiti, with members of the SJV Medical Mission 

team, being in the cast of the parish production of “Godspell,” 

and working with Father Jim Vrba and the parish staff. 

But as he prepared to leave SJV, he said he looked forward to 

meeting his new parishioners and working with youth at St. 

Mary. He also plans to reach out to Catholic students at nearby 

Grinnell College. 

“As you leave seminary, you wonder, ‘what is my life going to 

be like’?” he said.  “My life is so much more exponentially 

grace-filled than I ever thought it would be.” 

NCYC chaperones Chris Pries, Jessica Emard, Father Ross and Doug 

Emard relax in between sessions at the 2017 conference in Indianapolis. 

Father Ross 

Make way for Thutmoses 

Father Ross has made it no secret that he plans to get a dog 

once he has settled in for a few months at his new parish. 

But not just any dog. A BIG dog. A Great Dane. And he al-

ready has a name for it, Thutmoses, after one of the most 

famous Pharaohs of Egypt. “I think it’s just a solid name for 

such a regal animal,” he said.  
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Congratulations to the follow-

ing parishioners who received 

the Sacrament of 

Confirmation from Bishop 

Thomas Zinkula at 4:30 Mass 

on Saturday, February 23. 

Robbie Anderson, Jake 

Bachman, Kelsey Behnke, 

Nathan Boleyn, Joseph 

Borbeck, Madison Brady, James Breen, Isabel Brimeyer, 

Lindsay Davison, Erin Douglas, Nicholas Dykstra, Emma Engler, 

Grace Fite, Mariana Garza, Paulina Garza, Katelyn Girsch, Seth 

Good, Nicholas Hammes, Emmersen Haugland,  

Ingrid Hofmann, Isabella Howell, Alexandra Hurtado, Charles 

Judge, Shingahembe Kabongo, Morgan Klentz, Jacob Knepp, 

Sophia Lindquist, Olivia Lucas, Paige Magistrelli, William 

Matthys, Robert McClimon, Samuel McGrath, Grace 

McMonagle, Morgan Miller, Nicholas Moore, Elizabeth Mooy, 

Callahan Morton, Michael Nauman, Maximum Payne, William 

Pendrak, Elizabeth Pischke, Samuel Ramirez, Simon Razdan, 

Jake Ripple, Enrique Riojas Berazaluce, Alyssa Rodriguez, 

Abigail Schafer, Kathleen Schermerhorn, Connor Schlichte, 

Rachel Schwarz, Samantha Scott, Allison Simpson, Emma 

Stiener, Reilly Tabares, Grant Tebbe, Ethan Uhrich, Jack 

Umland, Sophia Utsinger, Simon Weitz, Kiran Willis, Emily 

Wood, Caitlin Wywas. 

Seminarian enjoys short stay at SJV 
By JAN TOUNEY 

While his stay at Saint John Vianney encompassed only a few 

weeks, seminarian Dale Mallory said he learned much about 

how a big parish operates.  

“It’s good to see how you organize it 

all and make it work,” he said. “It’s 

also good to see how the priests 

allow the laity to work.” 

Dale is a third-year seminary (first-

year theology) student at St. Paul 

Seminary School of Divinity in St. 

Paul, Minn. (The same seminary that 

Father Jim Vrba attended.) His home 

parish is St. Anthony in Knoxville, 

Iowa, where former SJV parochial 

vicar Father Kevin Anstey is now 

pastor. 

One program that made an impact 

on Dale is the high school retreat 

that teens preparing for Confirmation made in January. 

“I really liked the program that Jan (Stevenson) set up, basical-

ly having older high schoolers being the team leaders for 

younger high schoolers,” he said. Testimonies given by the 

student leaders were well-practiced, he said. 

His presence at the retreat allowed some students the oppor-

tunity to approach him with questions about what he studies 

and what he does in seminary.  

Exposure to seminarians and to others who are studying for 

religious life can help a young person in the discernment pro-

cess, he said. 

“If you see qualities in somebody, whether a teen or an adult” 

that would indicate a possible leaning toward the religious life, 

he encourages parishioners to privately approach that person 

and ask them if they’ve thought about a vocation.  

An off-handed comment to him after daily Mass from a visiting 

priest in Iowa City asking him if he had thought about becom-

ing a priest, followed by “I think you’d be a good one,” was a 

“turning point” in his discernment, he said. At the time, he was 

employed at the University of Iowa after receiving his degree 

there. 

“If you see someone with gifts, let them know,” he said. 

He also said contemplative prayer was an important part of his 

discernment. 

Dale is the second seminarian Saint John Vianney has hosted 

within the past year. Isaac Doucette, who is a second-year 

seminary (pre-theology) student at Mundelein Seminary in 

Mundelein, Illinois, was in residence during the summer of 

2018. 

Dale Mallory 
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                           Diocese of Davenport Prayer for Vocations 

Almighty God, you created us to share in your Divine Life. Pour 

out your Spirit on our Diocese that we may be a fruitful church. 

Bless us: With zealous priests and deacons; With prayerful 

religious sisters and brothers; With faithful married couples; 

With loving persons who live for the Kingdom of Heaven. Grant 

us discerning hearts: To love you more deeply and to serve as 

Jesus served, in whose name we pray: Amen, Mary, model for all 

vocations, pray for us! 

www.davenportvocations.org 


